al ig 


ge RR MO Ne 


Preached at St. Pau’s, New York, 


bee 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1776. — 


Being the firft Sunpay after the Englifh Churches open- 
ed, on General Howe’s taking Poffeflion of the Town, 
and in the Day fubfequent to the attempt todeftroy New 


i 

4 _ York by fire: ue 

5 By. the Reverend Mr. O7BEIRN-E, 
b 

t "Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Howe, 

i -- Publithed by defire of the Concrecation: 

¥ 000000000000 0000 «000 C606 0090 700000006000 10000000020060000000 00086000 52008000 0000 C008 20005000 00080000008 20082000 

; JEREMIAH Xii. 15. 

_ And it foall come to pafs, after that I have plucked them out, 
re I will return, and have compaffion on them, and will bring 
» them again every man to his. heritage, and every man to bis 
if land. Se 
f SASK AS it then referved for a ftranger to your 
 * { perfons, and your altars, to addrefs you on } 
i. W this happy reftoration of your public wor- | 
ee: fhip? this folemn re-eftablifhment of your 


RaAwweie religious affemblies? Was it to have been — 
-the good: fortune of one, to whom you were unknown,: 
bat by your fufferings, to be among the firft of the Mini- 
fters of God, to bring the comfort and confolation of his 
word to an afflicted and. perfecuted. people? to tell them, 
that he has not forgotten his “loving kindneffes of 
old;” :that however he feemed refolved to * chaften them 
in his difpleafure ; to caft off his altar and abhor his fanc- 
tuary ;.to caufe the folemn. feafts.and fabbaths to be’for- 
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gotten,” and, “‘ in the indignation of his wrath, to eject 
the King and the Prieft ;” that however he fuffers “ their 
city to be left defolate and broken down, and every houfe 
fhut up, fo that no man may come in :” yet that he will * 
| return again in his mercy, in his appointed time, to have 
compaffion upon his: afflicted, to comfort his oppreffed,” 
_ and to “ bring them again every man to his heritage, and 
» every man to his land; to fay to the prifoners, Go forth; 
| and to them that are in darknéfs, Shew yourfelves; to 
| reftore their Princes as at the firft; and their counfellers as 
_ at the beginning, and again to give them priefts atcording 
to his heart?” Let it be my firft care to blefs his holy 
name, for having permitted me to join with your vetur- 
. ning clergy in the difcharge of this pleafing office. They 
alfo will add their praifes t6 miné. You, my brethrén, 
will not be wanting in gratitude and thankfulnefs to the 
_ God of your redemption, and the united voicé of priefts 
and people will be—*“* it is good that a man fhould both 
_ hope, and quietly wait, for the falvation of the Lord.” 
_ Hits ways are infcrutable, but his goddnefs certain. and 

f. without, Sigua aR 
- Who that was witnefs of che cruel ahd difattrous deed 
_ of the night before lait; could promife hinifelf ‘that you 
. fhoukt be affembled this day in. the houfe of God ‘to 
raife him for your wonderful deliverance ? Who ‘could 
ave hoped that this temple would remain a monument 
of the: returning favour of Reaven, amidit thé horror of 
the ruins through which you muft have paffed to approach 
it? Which.of you could have faid to himfelf, that he 
_ fhould fee thefe doors opened once more for the reception 
of. the faithful,* though as yet but as. the fhaking of an 
_ Qlive. tree, and the. gleaning grapes when the vintage is’ 
done?” Or hear thefe walls, fo long’ filent and unfrequented, 
filled again with the praifés of Him, to whofe name you. 
ad Hailed them? Is. not this the Lord’s déing? Is nor 
this Our God for “* whom we have waited? We havé 
| waited for him, he hath faved us, and we will be glad 

and. rejoice in his falvation.? . _ ¥ eae 

Suffer me, however, t6 check for a ‘moment the fer- 
ment 
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ment which thefe different fenfations of joy and grief, fo 
rapidily fucceeding each other within thefe few days paft, 
muft ‘naturally have raifed in your breafts: “When the 
heart; long opprefied, and clofed in affliction, is fuddenly 
opened to the impreffions of joy, only to be overwhelmed 
as juddenly with an additional weight. of forrow and dif- 
fiay, the tumult within, muft be too violent to leave 
much room for calm and vifeful reflections. It fhall there- 
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too frequently that we enjoy them with indifference, and 
by degrees totally forget the gracious hand that conférred 
them. While we are in danger, and fear is upon us, we 
*¢ call upon the name of the Lord:” Our fins and tranf- 
greffions affect us in their confequences; and our future ~ 
obedience, fidelity, and gratitude, are fervently pledged 
in the hopes of: immediate protection and relief. But 
when the firft fenfe of our delivery is paft, when our ene- 
mies are fupprefled, and danger removed, we are too apt 
to forget the refolutions we formed in the hour of dittrefs; 
our former paffions and evil habits too frequently return 
with our former fecurity. ‘The God of our falvation is 
forgotten, and repaid with ingratitude, negle&t and difo- 
bedience. 

The conduc of individuals is generally fpeaking, the 
conduct of the community. Ingratitude for favours, 
though a difgrace to our nature, is but too common in 
the private intercourfes of life; nor are the inftances lefs 
frequent of the ungrateful returns which nations have made 
for public benefits conferred upon them. The odious 
vice in either cafe receives its agravation in proportion to 
the mercies we have experienced, the favours we have been 
bleffed with, and the character of our benefaétor: but 
fhould it extend to that beneficent power in whom we 
move, and have our being, and rob him of the return he 
challenges from his creatures for his boundlefs mercy and 
love, it then affumes its moft deformed fhape: it then re- 
ceives its utmoft weight and accumulation of guilt. 

All that is facred or dear upon earth—your religion, 
your civil rights and liberties, the enjoyment of your pro- 
perty, the freedom of your perfons,. the worfhip 
of your God, the comfort of the facraments, the pre- 
fence and exhortation of your Minifters all that you 
poflefied, and gloried in as Britifh fubjeéts and as 
Chriftians, wrefted trom you by violence and oppref- 
fion, while ** the fhepherds were {mitten and the fheep of 
the flock fcattered abroad”—all thefe bleffings, valua- 


the dearer to you now for having been fo cruelly deprived 
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of them, hath your God begun to reftoré to you in this. 
your day; and with his ftreched-out arm, in: a manner 
vifible to every eye, brought you back to a profpec ,of 
happier days, and placed you again under the proteéting 
care of the antient guardians of your religion and liberty. — 
And camit:be poffible that you fhould-ever. fuffer the re- ; 
membrance of the divine mercies,, thus extended to you, 
to be blotted out from your minds? It were doing wrong © 
to thofe who have fuffered--with..the fortitude and 
perfeverance, the loyalty and. attachment to their fo- 
vereign, which have »diftinguifhed -the friends of . Go- 
vernment in this, colony,-even to fuppofe it. -And I 
fhould hope that they who have endured fo long and _pain- 
ful a'trial, rather.than renounce their loyalty, or the re- 
ligious principles on which that loyalty is chiefly founded, 
will never hereafter be cuilty of any action, or purfue any - 
conduct, that.can difgrace them as geod iubjects, or as 
virtuous Chriftians. 

But while I thus exhort you to preferve in your. grate- 
ful acknowledgements, to the God of your redemption, let 
me not neglect a point of equal importance to you, equally 
acceptableto him. The ule, which in his gracious providence 
he defigns we fhould make of the mifconduct of others, or 
of the punifhments which our fins may have brought on our- 
felves, is frequently pointed out in the {criptures. His vi- 
fitations he fets up as marks to caution us againft therocks |’ 
- and fhelves on which folly and. vice have already caufed fo 

many to be wrecked! and wilfully to run upon them is to 
flight the divine mercy—is an aggravation of all our for- 
mer guilt, and juftlyexpofes us to ftill more fevere effects of 
the wrath of heaven. ‘Che Pfalmift, enumerating the vari- 
-ous calamities infli&ted on the Ifraelites for their incredulity | 
and difobedience, mentions, as afourceof additional miferies | 
to this ftiff-necked people, that they neglected to profit | 
by their own fatal experience, or the dreadful examples 
they daily faw before their eyes, of the Lord’s indignation. 
They refufed to humble themfelves beneath the divine 
_ chaftifement, but continued to provoke their. deliverer by 
frefh proofs of ingratitude. ‘ The wrath of God came 
upon 
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|} upon them, and fmote down the chofen man of Ifrael; for 

- all this they finned ftill—therefore their days did he con- 
fume in vanity, and their years in troubles.” Entering 
_ into thefe views, my brethren, confider with me the fteps 
that haye led your country into its prefent calamities— 
you will be the better enabled to check them in futuré, at 
leaft to decline and avoid them yourfelves. The ex- 
ceffeg of others will teach you a teflon of prudence and 
moderation to regulate your own conduét. 

«My fon, fear thou the Lord and the King, and med- 
dle not with them that are given to change’—was the 
excellent rule laid down by the wifeft of men. Againft 
thoie who tranfgrefs it, he denounces a fudden and ine- 
vitable deftruétion. Whatever they may promife them- 
felves, however they may feem to profper for a time, ruin 
infallible ruin, awaits them when leaft they expect it; 
nor is it poffible to forefee the miferies they may entail 
on themfelyes and their defcendants—‘* their calamity 
fhall rife fuddenly ; and who knoweth the ruin of them 
both?” The words are remarkable, but they are dictated: 
by wifdam and fupported by experience. It has hap- 
pened from pe former profperous ftate, and the prefent 
calamities of this province, from which you happily be- 

rin to refpire, that no nation upon earth can form a better: | 
judgement upon this important queftion than yourfelves ; 
and I have before me, in this affembly, a living example 
to which alone I need refer. 

Call then to mind the happy and profperous days this 
colony enjoyed, when loyalty to your Sovereign, affection 
for the conftitution of your parent ftate, and obedience to 
the laws you enjoyed under its protection, diftinguifhed 
it above all the other provinces of America, Your con- 
dition was then an -abject of envy to nations corrupted 
by the refinements of luxury. Peace was in your dwel- 
lings, plenty in your ftreets—induftry diffufed her blef- 
fings through your field with an increafing profufion, gi- 
ving life to all the ufeful arts, and nurturing. them daily 
into maturity and perfection. ‘The produce of your coun- © 
try flowed from your port in a conftant, es 
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| ftream, and you, received in return the conveniences and 
comforts of life,and all the elegances which a free and ex- 
tenfive commerce can beftow on a prudent and contented 
people. A friendly, hofpitable, and focial intercourfe 
united you together as the members of one family, to the 
admiration and delight of ftrangers who refided among 
you; you were blefled beyond the ufual lot of men ; hap- 
y, completely fo, did you but know how to value your 
appinefs, and to preferve it! | ern 
. How different the fcene to which I muft call off your 
attention! what a change of profpect will the reverie ex- 
hibit! where fhall we feek for that treafure of happinefs 
which you could boaft, when every man fat under his own 
vine, and eat his bread with chearfulnefs? Alas! is it not 
watted all, and confumed in vifionary fchemes, empty and 
fanciful as the dreams of the morning? Is it net {quander- 
ed away in lawlefs and ungrateful. attempts, repugnant to ~ 
every principle divine and human? in purfuits which plain 
fenfe and reafon condemn, and at which even the impulfes 
of nature mutt recoil? Peace, frightened from the feats where 
once fhe loved to dwell, long fince took her, flight from 
among you. ..Diflentions, party rage, public enmities, 
and private animofities, ufurped her place, and brought 
with them a horrid train ef mutual fears, diftrufts, and 
endlefs jealoufies, By thefe were the confidence and harmo- 
ny of all focial intercourfe deftroyed, by thefe were the 
bands of love and friendfhip torn afunder; ,by thefe were }~ 
even the ties of confanguinity and nature diffolved. Self- 4- 
intereft, felf-prefervation, the welfare, of pofterity, prin- 
ciples ingrafted in the human mind by the berieficient crea- 
tor, were all confounded and loft in this dark ‘and difmal 
night of confufion, anarchy, and licentioufnefs. See in- 
duftry perverted from its ufeful purpofes, and employed" 
in improving the arts of deftru€tion, Your plough-fhares 
it turned into {words, and your pruning-hooks into fpears, 
the reverfe of the bleffing pronounced by Ifaiah. See-your 
fields, once cultivated, the gardens of America, laid wafte, 
and turned into licentious encampments, and the defola- 
ting fcenes of war; fee -your commerce, your thvied ¢om- 
merce, 
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mgrce, deftroyed, your property feized and diffipated in 
fupport of the caufe you abhorred—your liberties defpifed 
and troden under foot, and an armed multitude infulting 
over your miferies, turned loofe upon your pofiefiions, and 
rioting in your fubftance. In vain you looked up to juf- 
tice tor fupport; her feats were overthrown, and trampled 
in the duft ; her rulers difperfed, and the people abondon- 
ed to every wild impulfe of humour and paffion, without 
laws, without magiftrates, without form: of government. 
In fhort, too well might we apply to you the words of Je- 
remiah: ‘* If you went forth into the fields, behold the 
flain with the fword,; ‘if you entered into the city, ‘behold 
fhe that was full of inhabitants, and princefs among the 
provinces; fitting folitary, and become as a difconfolate, 
childlefs widow. Both the prophet and the prieft went 
about in a land they knew not! your friends dealt treach- 
eroufly with'you, and become your enemies, while you 
were gone into captivity, becaufe of affliction, and becaufe 
of great fervitude.” 

To what caufes are we to attribute this deplore change? 
Whence is it that you can fay to yourfelves, fuch was the 
happinefs we once could boaft; fuch the melancholy  re- 
verfe we have experienced! I have heard fome attribute 
it to the imperfection of human nature, incapable of en 
joying a durable ftate of profperity, and often times moft 
difcontended,: when bleffed with the greateft cauie of con- 
tent. - But I fhall fearch for it among the fources of the 
decay and fall of all nations, which the {criptures of God 
point out to me. Warrented by thefe, I fhall not hefitate’to 
affert, that if this province had continued * to fear the 
Lord, and the King, and-had not meddled with thofe 
who are given to change,” the tempeft would have ipent 
. its rage ata diftance from you, and peace, induftry, and 

happinefs, would {till have bleffed your dwellings, as they 
did of old. -You, indeed, my friends, feem to have been 
well convinced of this truth. - The itruggle you maintain- 
-ed was vigorous, and for fome time fuccefsful—but all 


were not animated with your {pirit. The love of novelty’ 
or what ever other caufes the powers’ of darknefs beft can. 


tell— 


Sn Ueeteemsscuesenercanrmmummmmmnnmmerre ne 


ot 


a 
soe, 

tell—for it isimpoffible to account for fuch folly and mad- 
nefs on any known principles—feduced too many from their 
allegiance to their fovereign, and their former happy at- 
tachment to the Britifh conftitution , and thefe antient bar- 
riers being once removed, all the diforders that have well 
nigh overthrown. your country, broke in upon you, and 
the depreffion of your religion, for the time, followed of 
courfe. So true. it is, that when reftleffnefs and difcontent 
once poffefs the mind, it is impoffible to forefee to what 
extremes a rage for innovation, and a paftion for change 
will tranfport their votaries. They are like the “ un- 
clean fpirit” mentioned in the Gofpel, always on the 
wing, feeking a place of reft, but “* never finding it.” 
Excefies, at which men would have fhuddered at their 
firft fetting out, “ fwept clean,” and placed in a delufive 
point of view by faction and party, lofe their deformity; 

and daily make way for other exceffes ftill more crimina), © 
{till more enormous. Thefe diffatisfied “‘ {pirits take to 
themfelves other fpirits more wicked,than themfelves, and 
the laft ftate of thefe men becomes worfe than the firft.” 
I need not make the application---It is but too manifeft 

you have already done it for me. 

I have faid that when too many of this province fuffered 
_ themfelves to be feduced from their allegiance.to their fo- 
vereign, and their former happy attachment to the Britifh 
conftitution, the depreffion of your religion followed of 
courfe. Let me not be mitunderftood---I mean not to 
_ engage in an invidious point of controverfy, which has 
often been carried to fuch fatal lengths. Religious dif- 
putes obtrude themfelves too frequently into fubjeéts of 
more political concern, and ferve no other end than to 
widen divifions, and encreafe animofities, which the holy 
fyftem, the. interefts of whichthey would feem to fupport, 
would wifh to allay for ever. Warmed with zeal for their 
_ particular tenets, however uneffentially differing from each 
other, the paffions of the difputants work themfelves into 
the centroverfy, and we are apt to afcribe their rath and 
intemperate dictates to that fyftem, the defence of which 
B ~ they 
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they have embraced. There is alfo another prejudice 

which is apt to lead us aftray in this important matter. As 

in the different forms of government, at prefent eftablifh- 
_ed throughout the Chriftian world, religion is fundamen- 
tally connected with their civil and political inftitutes ; we 
generally confider them as going hand in hand, and charge 
the creed of each particular feét with the political errors 
and diforders of its profeffors. A church there is, indeed, 
whofe principles have been proved by fatal experience to 
be fo effentially inconfiftent with every notion of vice and 
rational government, fo infallibly introduétive of a double 
flavery, forging chains both for the body and mind, that 
it has been detervedly branded with this foul imputation, 
and juftly abhorred by nations jealous of their liberties. 
But that among Proteftant churches, fuch a charge fhould 
be urged and retorted by each other with fo much viru- 
lence and animofity, hath long been a caufe of grief to 
every well-wifher of the reformed religion, and a grear fub-. 
ject of triumph to their common enemies, both at home 
and abroad. Let me not attempt to enlarge the breach 
or be guilty of an error, which I condemn in others. I 
fhall only obferve, that in every age, in every ftate, there 
are men of depraved hearts, who put on religion as a cloak 
to cover their finifter views; or ufe it as a political tool to 
work upon the minds of the weak and uninftruéted, and all 
whofe zeal without knowledge renders them an eafy prey 
to the art of feducers. Thefe, like the lame and impo- 
tent at the pool of Bethefda, watch the troubling of the 
waters, that they may be the firft to take advantage of 
the public commotions, and on the ruins of the peace and 
happinefs of their country, pave the way to their own ad- 
vancement: Men, who declaim again{t every power but 
that which they have themfelves ufurped ; to whom the pre- 
tence of the public good, and the interefts of their coun- 
try, is as eafy. as that of religion; and who affume both 
in common with every reftlefs male-content, who in every 
age, under every government, has deftroyed the peace of 
the Chriftian world. : 

From what caufe your fufferings may have originated, 
: this 
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this is not the time, nor the place, to.confider. Too cer- 
tain it is, that they have now rifen to fuch a height of ag- 
es gravation, as needs no words to reprefent to you—you teel 
' it beyond the energy of words. The {mart of recent wrongs 

and former injuries, fpeak a language which thofe who 
fympathize with you in your fufferings, can never adopt. 
, Whatever the principles of your perfecutors may be, their 
unrelenting malice is but too notorious ; and they have 
added to all their former exceffes, a deed of atrocioufnels 
which mutt open the eyes of the moft infatuated, mutt totally 
x alienate even the finall numbers, who may have hitherto 
Pt been deluded into fome favourable opinion of their caufe. 
. To what.a fcene were you witnels the night before laft! 
when juft efcaped from the ftorm, and imagining your- 
felves arrived at a port of reit; labouring to collect toge- 
ther the fmall remains of your fortune that had efcaped 
the general wreck; meeting once more and embracing, 
after fo long and painful a feparation, the objects of your 
tendereft affection, or folacing yourfelyes with the hopes 
of being fpeedily re-united to thofe who were yet detained 
in bondage from you; congratulating your friends on your 
mutual deliverance, and the profpect that was opening to 
you of returning peace, quiet, and fecurity.—In this dawn 
of your hopes and expectations, to awake at the midnight 
hour, and find your city in flames ; to fee your all, perifhing 
before your eyes, and to know that your deftroyers were 
fecretly among you, {preading the ruin, and exulting in the 
fuccefs of their infernal tcheme ! 

This was not the fudden act of a vanquifhed and flying 
enemy, perpetrated in the peevifh moment of difappoint- 
ment and defeat, or contrived to favour their efcape. No, 
—feveral days had elapfed fince their flight, and quiet 
feemed to have revifited you under the banner of your de- 
liverers. Even the bafe incendiaries returned among you, 
wearing the mafk of peace. We hoped that they had re- 
pented of their exceffes—had been convinced of their folly; 
and madnefs, and meant to embrace the proffered clemen~ 
cy of their Sovereign, who was willing to forget the un 
grateful revolt againit his authority, their contempt of his 
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crown and gevernment, and the infults offered to his per- 
fon. But they cried, ‘* Peace, peace, when their was no 
peace.” The blow they were meditating was the more dan- 
gerous, from its being thus concealed—they gloried in ftri- 
king it home, and nothing, under Heaven, but the activity 
of your Englifh friends, could have prevented the whole 
city’s falling a victim to their determined malice. Yes 
my friends, ye were witnefles of it.—Ye faw the treacherous 
adherents of thefe pretended guardians of your rights and 
pofieffions, who came to refcue you from tyrany and op- 
preffion, armed with firebrands, and under cover of the 
darknefs, wrapping your city in flames. Ye {aw the brave 
and generous feryants of your King,—that King, whom 
you have fo often heard reprefented as a tyrant, who fends 
forth his fleets and armies to enflave, ravage, deftroy, fly- 
ing to the affiltance of their fellow-fubjeéis, in the midft 
of the flames, at the hazard of their lives, exerting every 
nerve to preferve your dwellings, and poffeffions, and tear- 
ing from the hands of the dark incendiaries the inftruments 
they had prepared for your deftruétion. Had it pleafed 
Heaven, that the fuccefs could have anfwered their zeal, fo 
many families, once bleffed with comfort and affluence 
would not have been turned out on the world naked, help- 
lefs, and {tripped of their all.— The feminary of indigent, 
merit, where poverty found a refource againft ignorance, 
and where charity reclaimed thoufands from idlenefs and 
diffipation to virtue and induftry, would yet have ftood.* 
The manfion of your worthy and reverend Minifter, whofe 
abfence you ftill regret, and the poffeffions appropriated 
for the fupport of your clergy, would not have perifhed, 
and added to the diftreffes they have already fuffered on 
your account and their own.—But “ ye fmitten and afflicted,” 
who beheld your * deftruction coming” on you “ like a 

whirlwind,” 


_* Jn the fire of Saturday, Sept. 21, a thoufaud houfes, nearly one- 
fourth of the city, were laid in afhes, Trinity church, the public cha- 
rity fchool, the Reétor’s houfe, and a Lutheran chapel, were among 
the buildings that were confumed.——--The lofs fuftained in houfes, &c. 
by the Corporation of Trinity Church, amounts at a moderate compu- 
tation, to thirty thoufand pounds New- York currency > 
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whirlwind,” your own induftry, and the Iabour“of your 
anceftors, iwept off in the {pace of a moment, whither 
could you have fledfrom the rage of your enemies? ‘Not 
even the Temples of the Lord were facred from their fury 

_—yhis altars could afford you no fanétuary. The mother 
of your churches, the ornament of your worfhip, the firft 
edifice which the piety of your anceftors had raifed to the 
God of their fathers, in gratitude for his mercies in a ftrange 
land, was marked out for certain deftruétion. Some 
child of perdition claimed to himfelf the merit of this daring 
facrilege, and involved the ancient and venerable pile in 
the fame ruin with which they defigned to extirpate all the 
indearments of your Religion, every veftige of your ancient 
fplendor and glory. 

In this fcene of universal danger and diftrefs, to what 
can the minifters of God exhort you? If, fhould we know 
** what manner of fpirit we were of,” if we fuffered any 
expreffions that may have fallen from vs to be interpreted 
into a breach of charity, the crown of Chriftian virtues 5 
or into a.defign of fharpening the virulence of party, or 
increafing animofities that have already too fatally deftroyed 
the peace of your Jerufalem. To minifter fome confola- 
tion in your fufferings, as becometh the teachers ot the 
Gofpel, who mutt be unworthy indeed of the charaster thy 
bear, not to feel for the affli@tions of their brethren, who look 
to them for comfort and inftru@tion; to fet before you 
**the loving kindneffes of the Lord,” and the redemption he 
hath wrought in your favour, and to exhort you to make 
every becoming return for his mercies and love; to point 
out to you, and warn you againft the abufes that have 
brought ruin upon your country, this has been our only 
aim. If we have fucceeded, all our withes are fatisfied 
and we fhall have the confolation to think that you will 
fanctify this day, as becometh Chriftians, by prayer and 
thank/giving; by repentance for patt fins, and refolutions 
of an amendment of life; by practifing the duties of that 
religion, for the interefts of which you have manifetted 
fuch zeal and attachment; by laying afide all malice, ha- 

| tred, and defire of revenge; by committing your caufe to 
| together 


together as friends and brethren. Let a reciprocation of 
further accomplifhment of his gracious defigns. He who 
can “ ftill the raging of the feas,” knows beit how to ref- 
tore peace and tranquility to your diftracted country. May 
he correct the hearts, and reform the underitandings of 
your infatuated brethren, who ftill refufe to contribute 
their endeavours towards healing thefe unhappy difputes. 
And while their example proves a warning to you—while 
in their conduct, you confider the exceffes to which thofe 
may be tranfported, who once pafs the ancient bounds of 
lawful and fettled government, may God give you grace 
to attach yourfelves the more firmly to our happy confti- 
tution both in church and ftate. 

Humbly, and with all due proftration of heart, I fhall 
venture to affirm that your caufe is his own. [t is the 
caufe of peace, loyalty, and found reafon, expofed to the 
attempts of mifguided men, whom he feems to have given _ 
over to a blindnefs of heart that hurries them into al} the 
violence and artifice of fedition, frenzy, and rebeilion. 
Fear not then, my friends, but in his own time * his wif- 
dom will order all things iweetly.” In the mean time, 
learn to refign yourfelves to what ever means he may be 
pleafed to employ for that end, and humble yourfelves be- 
neath his chaftifing, but fatherly hand. Would to God 
I could fay that the danger were paft! But treachery, per- 
haps, ftill lurketh amongft you, Let every man, there- 
fore, be careful and vigilant. Nature requires, and reli- 
gion approves, that we fhould make ufe of the means, 
which providence hath put into our power forour protection 
and fafety. But let this be your chief dependence, that 
he ** who is with you, is greater than they who are againft 
you.” He, from whom alone your fafety can come 
** neither flumbers nor fleeps.’? Though your enemies 
may hope * that the darknefs fhall cover them, the dark- 


-nefs is no darknefs with him.” He will not let them “* have 


their defire,” nor their “ mifchievous imagination prof- 
per.” Let the fenfe of the common danger to which you 
are expofed, and the fellowfhip of your paft fufferings, 


_ ftrengthen the ties of charity between you, and bind you 
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the juftice of God, and waiting with refignation for the 
kindnefs. and humanity diftinguifhing you in this feafon 
of diftrefs; to foften the rigour of each others fufferings, 
and lighten the univerfal burthen of affliction. Be of one 
heart, and one mind, cleave together commend 
yourfelves to the protection of God, and doubt not but 
he will complete the work he hath already fo gracioufly 
begun. And when he “ fhall have plucked out” all ftrife 
and enmity from among you, fear not but he will “ re- 
turn, and have compaflion upon you, and bring you again 
every man to his heritage, and every man to his land.” 

I muft not finifh as if meant to difappoint your expec- 
tations, and not adopt a conclufion which I am convin- 
ced you have already anticipated. ‘The allegiance they 
had {worn to their lawful Sovereign, and an affectionate 
attachment to his virtuous character, compelled your 
clergy to fhut thefe doors, rather than admit the dutiful 
addreffes, which the church enjoins them daily to offer to 
Heaven for his fafety. Let us therefore conclude the fer- 
vice of this day, when the freedom of your worfhip is rei- 
tored to you, by uniting together with one heart, and 
one voice, to implore the divine favour and proteétion for 
our Sovereign Lord, King George; that God would be 
pleafed to give him length of days, and encreafe of hap- 
pinefs—to profper ali his undertakings for the good of his 
people, and to blefs him with what his actions prove, and 
his words affert to be, the ‘* + Favourite wifh of his heart ; 
the reftoration of harmony; and re-eftablifhment of order 
and happinefs in every part of his dominions.” 


+ See his Majefty’s Speech at the conclufion of the feffion of Parlia- 
ment. 
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